My main research focus has recently been on schizophrenic psychoses, primarily their onset and early detection.
My other research focus is on gender differences in common mental disorders and the specific aspects of mental disorders in women, in particular risk factors-be they psychoneuro-endocrine or psychosocial ones. This includes research not only on the peripartum period and menopause but e.g. also on violence against women. For more details, please go to (http://www. researchgate.net/profile/Anita_Riecher-Roessler/).Coming from this background, my wish is for the journal to develop a somewhat broader scope. While maintaining a focus on topics related to peripartum issues, we should acknowledge that women's identity and mental health can also be influenced by many other psychosocial and biological factors. One of the great challenges for this journal will be to contribute to the explanation of sex and gender differences in common mental disorders, for example regarding their prevalence, symptomatology, risk and influencing factors and course. The causes of these differences are still poorly understood, and there has been comparatively little sound research to explain them. This lack of research is the more surprising, since explanations of these findings could give us important insights into the aetiological and pathogenetic mechanisms of mental disorders in general. At the same time, they would most likely improve our therapeutic approaches for both women and men. This journal offers an excellent opportunity to contribute to understanding more about these unresolved questions using a multidisciplinary approach.
With this in mind, I hope for a productive 2017 with plenty of interesting contributions from all fields relevant to women's mental health.
Best wishes and many thanks to everyone helping to advance the field, Your Editor-in-Chief Anita Riecher-Rössler
